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are Eke riders : a horse which they cannot restrain
they must at any rate guide, or It will be the worse
for both. Since it is absolutely necessary for you
to decide between your queens in respect of beauty,
listen to me. There has recently arrived in your
capital a dissolute young Brahman called Kanti-
grahay, who is famous in the three worlds as a
judge of female beauty. Send for him, and let him
see your queens, and he will certainly tell you which
is the most beautiful. For a swan cannot more
accurately separate milk from water \ than he can
distinguish the shades of beauty.

Accordingly the king, much pleased, had Kdntl-
graha fetched; and as they stood conversing, he
caused his three queens to pass in order through
the room. And when the first queen passed, the
Brahman stood as if rooted to the ground. And
when the second passed, he trembled slightly. And
when the third passed, he changed colour. Then
when all had gone, the king said: Brahman, tell
me, for you are a judge, which of those three is

y Meaning both * a connoisseur? and * a devourer of beauty/
with an allusion to Rahu, who causes eclipses by devouring
the moon.

* A fabled power of swans, frequently alluded to in Sanskrit
poetry.